
 

THE MICHIGAN DOG BREEDING LANDSCAPE 

A Study of Licensed Dog Kennels in 2009 
 
The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) and members of the Puppy Mill Awareness Meetup of 
Southeast Michigan conducted a study of county licensed breeding facilities in Michigan with a goal of 
determining how many large commercial breeders are operating. This research project began in 
October, 2009, and is still in progress. It is based on all county kennel licenses issued in 2009, including 
breeding, boarding, pet sitting, grooming, shelters, rescues and more. 

As of February 2010, 45 of the 83 county kennel lists have been collected and reviewed (54% complete).  

Gratiot County has 128 kennel licenses with only nine licensed to have between 11-40 dogs. One  
breeding kennel is allowed to have over 41 dogs.  Mecosta County has 38 licensed kennels.  

USDA Breeders are included in the database, but have not been reviewed. There are 45 USDA Licensed 
kennels which may include more then dog breeders.  

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
 Of the 1,067 kennels reviewed, 450 are breeding facilities (42%). 

 Of the 450 breeding facilities, 17 have over 49 dogs (4%). 

 Of the 1,067 kennels reviewed, 9 have more then 4 types of breeds.  

 Of the 450 breeding facilities, 87 are advertising online and in classified ads. 

 Of the 450 breeding facilities, 17 are producing the popular “designer dogs”, such as Yorkie-
poos, Cock-a-Poos, and Labradoodles. 

 We found 2 kennels who were involved in prior cruelty cases.  

 Of the 1,067 kennels reviewed, 51 were hunting related and 23 involved sled dogs. Only one 
kennel of these types had over 50 dogs.  

 The most popular breed category is Beagles with 72 different kennels. 

GOAL 
We are examining thousands of kennel licenses in an attempt to determine how many active breeders 
are operating in Michigan and if they were potential puppy mill operations.  

The project hopes to shed light on the following questions: 

 How many dog kennels are breeding facilities? 
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